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SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Mr. Clerk. S enator Baker, to open
on advancement of LB 561 to E & R Initial.

SENATOR BAKER : Thank you , Mr . President and members of the
body. Th i s bill, LB 561, was b rought to the T ran sportation
ConInittee by the Department of Motor Vehicles. It is one of
t hose b i l l s t hat t r i e s t o har mon iz e s ome t h i n g s an d g e t s u s i nt o
compliance. But it's de iling, specifically, with the Division
of Motor C a rrier Services and it makes two changes. The first
one is it authorizes the department to participate in the
Federal Motor Carriers Safety Program and it's referred to as
the Performance and Registration Information System Management,
PRISM for short. It was...the PRISM program came about in 1988
through Congress, and it was modified in 1991. The purpose of
this program is to link state registration data...or the purpose
of the bill is t o link state registration data with the
conlnercial motor carriers safety data; identify hi gh-risk
carriers and actively monitor safety progress of those carriers
a nd i m p r ov e e nf o r c e men t b y p r ov i d i ng s a n ct i on s . T ha t ' s wh a t t h e
PRISM act does that's mandated through Congress. It's a sa fety
issue . Th i s b i l l wo u l d a l l ow t h e Dep a r t m en t o f Mot o r Ve h i c l e s
to revoke or refuse issuance of the state-issued registration of
any carrier found to be unsafe by the federal government. And
all due process of th is rev ocation w ould be handled at the
f edera l l e v e l . Ne b r a s k a w o u ld m a k e t h e r ev o ca t i o n i n f o r ma t i o n
a vai l a b l e t h e n t o t he ot h e r j ur i sdi ct i on s . I t i s f und e d t hr o u g h
100 percent fe deral gra nts to t he state. A nd as I said, it' s
t rying to get us up to speed with the f ederal r equirements o n
the safety side of it. The second part of the bill deals with
c onInercial motor vehicle registrations, and that's through t h e
I nt e r n a t i o n a l Re g i s t r a t i o n Pl an , wh i ch i s an o u t g r ow t h o f t h e
North American Free Trade Agreement where we have more and more
Mexican and Canadian trucks going through. They' re working and
hauling into the United States. This second part of the b ill
would upda t e t hose con anerc ia l mot or vehi c l e r eg i s t r at i on
statutes, something we need to do. Currently, we cannot issue a
t r i p p e r mi t f or a t r u ck i ng com p any t hat or i g i nat e s ou t o f
Mexico . Th i s wou l d a l l ow t h e De p a r t m en t o f Mo t o r Ve h i c l e s t o d o
that. So it's a rather mundane bill, something we need to do to
g et up t o sp e e d wi t h t od ay ' s t r a n sp o r t a t i o n i s su e s , a nd I wou l d
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